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NotesIntroduction

Who were Jesus’ favorite Old Testament heroes? If you 
guessed Moses, you’d be right—Jesus mentioned him 25 times. 
But number two might surprise you. Abraham, referenced 
17 times, appears in Jesus’ teaching nearly as often. Why did 
Jesus love talking about this man? Because Abraham shows us 
a relationship with God that doesn’t start with our searching 
for Him, but with His grace finding us. Three thousand years 
before Jesus walked the earth, God spoke to a 75-year-old idol 
worshiper living in present-day Iraq and gave one command: 
“Go.” Abraham didn’t know where he was going, why he was 
going, or what would happen when he got there. But he knew 
who was telling him to go, and that was enough. Every time 
you trust God’s word and obey His will, you discover what 
Abraham learned—that when you walk with God, He shows 
you things you could never see standing still. Learn the three 
steps that take you from where you are to where God wants 
you to be.

Key Points

1.	 We Must Hear the Word of God

Have you ever wondered how God could choose someone who 
didn’t even know Him? “The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from 
your country, your people and your father’s household to the 
land I will show you’” (Genesis 12:1, NIV). For 400 years—since 
the time of Noah—God had been silent, and the world was 
drowning in spiritual darkness. Then God spoke to Abram—not 
a righteous man, but an idol-worshiping Gentile from Ur of the 
Chaldeans. Joshua tells us Abraham’s family “… lived beyond 
the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods” (Joshua 24:2, 
NIV). God didn’t call Abram because he was a great man; 
Abraham became a great man because God called him. A rela-
tionship with God always begins the same way—not with us 
seeking Him, but with His grace seeking us. Romans 10:17 says 
plainly that “… faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word about Christ” (NIV).
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NotesGod doesn’t wait for you to find Him. He’s already searching 
for you, and His word is how He calls your name.

2.	 We Must Heed the Will of God

What would you do if God told you to leave everything behind, 
no GPS setting, no timeline, and no explanation? God said to 
Abram, “Go … to the land I will show you” (Genesis 12:1, NIV). 
Notice those last four words, “I will show you.” God doesn’t 
show you where to go or what will happen until you take the 
first step. That’s faith. Did you know that the African impala 
can jump 10 feet high and 30 feet long, but zookeepers can 
contain it with a simple three-foot wall? Why? Because an 
impala won’t jump until it can see where it’s landing. It stays 
imprisoned because it lacks faith. Abraham didn’t know the 
where, the what, or the why—but he knew the who. Faith 
isn’t figuring everything out before you move. Faith is follow-
ing what God tells you to do and leaving the results to Him. 
Hebrews 11:8 celebrates this, “By faith Abraham … obeyed and 
went, even though he did not know where he was going” (NIV).

When God says “go,” trust Him enough to take the first step. 
He’ll reveal the next one once you move.

3.	 We Must Have a Walk with God

Can you imagine the moment Abraham actually packed 
up and left? “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him …” 
(Genesis 12:4, NIV). That’s when history changed forever. 
Believing becomes faith when you do what you say you 
believe. It comes when you take a step. You can believe a plane 
will fly, but you don’t have real faith until you get on it. In 
verses 2 and 3, God promised Abraham three things: a national 
blessing—“I will make you into a great nation”; a personal bless-
ing—“I will make your name great”; and a global blessing—“all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (NIV). Five times 
in those two verses God said, “I will.” Abraham simply believed 
that when God says He will, He will. That’s why when God 
says tithe and I will bless you, or sow and you will reap, faith 
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Notesobeys. I heard a story about a pastor who gave a student, Ryan, 
$20 for lunch. The boy stopped in bewilderment. Ryan had 
given his last dime to the mission offering the night before, 
trusting God would provide. If a student has that much faith, 
where’s ours?

Faith doesn’t just talk; it walks, trusting that when God 
makes a promise, He always keeps it.

Key Takeaway

When you hear God’s word and heed His will, you’re doing 
more than following rules; you’re walking into the adventure 
God designed specifically for you. You’ll discover blessings you 
couldn’t have imagined and become part of a story that started 
with Abraham and continues through you today.
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Reflection Questions

1.	 What comfortable place, relationship, or security (your “Ur”) are you clinging 
to instead of trusting God’s “I will show you”?

2.	 Where in your life are you acting like the impala, refusing to jump because you 
can’t see exactly where you’ll land?

3.	 If you really believed God’s “I will” promises, what specific step of obedience 
would you take this week that you’ve been putting off?
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NotesIntroduction

Have you ever made a promise to stick with something 100% 
only to cave at 98%? Clayton Christiansen, the famous Harvard 
Business School professor, taught that it’s easier to hold your 
principles 100% of the time than 98% of the time—because 
at 98%, you’re constantly debating whether “this time” is the 
exception. Abraham discovered this truth the hard way. God 
had called him to leave everything behind and follow Him to 
a new land, promising to bless him personally, nationally, and 
globally. Abraham packed up and obeyed, mostly. He took his 
nephew Lot when God said leave everyone, and when famine 
hit the Promised Land, he panicked and fled to Egypt without 
asking God. What started as faith turned into doubt, and doubt 
is simply forgetting God. Every time Abraham dropped from 
100% trust to 98% trust, he made decisions that nearly cost him 
everything. It cost his integrity, his wife, and his witness. When 
doubt knocks at your door, let God answer. Discover three 
ways doubt attacks your faith, and how to let God answer 
every time. Understand how forgetting God happens in stages, 
so you can catch yourself before you lose your integrity, your 
peace, and your witness.

Key Points

1.	 When I Doubt God, I Compromise My Faith

What happens when you obey God … but only partially? God 
told Abraham, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you” (Genesis 12:1, 
NIV). The instructions were crystal clear: Leave everything and 
everyone behind. Genesis 12:4 starts well: “So Abram went, as 
the Lord had told him …” But the verse continues: “… and Lot 
went with him” (NIV). That wasn’t part of the deal. Nobody 
except Abraham and his wife were supposed to go. Abraham 
compromised. How many families quit going to church because 
“just this one Sunday” they decided to sleep in? How many 
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Notesbelievers quit reading their Bibles because “just tomorrow” 
they’d get back to it? How many people don’t give anything to 
God’s work because “when I make more money” they’ll start?

The devil’s goal is always to make you doubt God. God’s 
goal, even when He tests you, is always to build your faith. 
Trust Him completely.

2.	 When I Doubt God, I Contradict My Faith

Can you imagine finally arriving where God called you, only to 
face enemies and famine? Abraham built altars and worshiped 
God when he reached Canaan, but then crisis hit. “At that time 
the Canaanites were in the land” (Genesis 12:6, NIV)—his mor-
tal enemies surrounded him. Then “… there was a famine in 
the land …” (Genesis 12:10, NIV). Abraham expected a feast but 
walked into famine. He expected friends but found foes. This 
24-karat gold opportunity to prove his faith turned into his first 
major test. We all need to learn that even when you do what 
God tells you to do and go where God tells you to go, you’re 
going to face trials. God tests your faith not to find out if it’s 
real (He already knows), but so you can discover that it’s real. 
Instead of trusting God through the trial, Abraham took mat-
ters into his own hands. No more prayers. No more altars. He 
fled to Egypt without asking God. He contradicted everything 
he said he believed. As you’ll see, despite Abraham’s lack of 
faith, God remained faithful.

You can’t get over trials or go around them, but if you 
believe God, you will get through them.

3.	 When I Doubt God, I Contaminate My Faith

When Abraham entered Egypt without consulting God, every-
thing nearly fell apart. Fearing the Egyptians would kill him 
to take his beautiful wife, Sarai, he told her to lie and say she 
was his sister. “Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated 
well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you” 
(Genesis 12:13, NIV). A man of faith became full of fear. Egypt 
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Notesrepresents the world with its philosophies and practices, 
while the Promised Land represents God’s presence, provision, 
power, and peace. Notice the Bible says people went “up” to 
Jerusalem but went “down” to Egypt. When you quit believ-
ing God and throw your lot in with the world, you start going 
downhill. Abraham lied to save his hide, lost his testimony, 
and got his wife taken into Pharaoh’s harem, all for livestock 
and servants he didn’t need. The world always pays off in 
counterfeit money. But the amazing grace is that even though 
Abraham forgot God, God didn’t forget Abraham. God inflicted 
diseases on Pharaoh until Abraham’s deception was exposed. 
God made sure Sarai was safely returned and even used Egypt 
to make Abraham richer than before—because God keeps 
His promises.

Every day, in every way, remember God, because, in the 
same way that a plane can’t take off without the pilot, you 
can’t start your day without Him.

Key Takeaway

When you doubt God, you’re doing more than making poor 
decisions; you’re compromising your faith by partial obedi-
ence, contradicting your faith by taking matters into your own 
hands, and contaminating your faith by living like the world 
instead of trusting the God who called you. He tests you not to 
break you but to build the unshakeable faith that carries you 
through every storm.
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Reflection Questions

1.	 Where in your life are you operating at 98% obedience instead of 100%? What 
partial compromise feels easier than complete trust?

2.	 What specific trial right now is testing whether you’ll trust God’s provision or 
take matters into your own hands?

3.	 Think about the last time you “went down to Egypt” (compromised with the 
world) instead of staying where God put you. What did that decision cost you, 
and how might remembering God have changed everything?
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NotesIntroduction

What happens when you trust the wrong guide? While driving 
through northwest Indiana, a man named Iftikhar Hussain drove 
off a ramp to a bridge that no longer existed, killing his wife 
Zohra. Police believe he ignored numerous barricades including 
orange barrels, cones, large “Road Closed” signs, and concrete 
barriers, all because he was listening too closely to his GPS. His 
wife died not because a bridge was out but because her husband 
made the wrong decision. The story is a heartbreaking picture of 
what life is really about. The force of your life and the course of 
your life are defined by your decisions. You are where you are, 
who you are, and what you are right now because of your deci-
sions. Dr. Seuss said it best: “You have brains in your head. You 
have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction 
you choose.” In Genesis 13, we meet Abraham’s nephew Lot, 
whose name fits perfectly. He had a choice between two lots of 
land and chose the wrong lot, and it cost him a whole lot. The 
story teaches us about pre-decisions, meaning those decisions 
you make before you make “the decision.” When you make good 
pre-decisions, you’ll stick to your convictions instead of cav-
ing to your circumstances. See how your problems reveal your 
priorities, your priorities drive your decisions, and your daily 
practices determine where those choices take you.

Key Points

1.	 Our Problems Demand Decisions

Why can’t life just be easy for once? In a perfect world, you’d 
never have to choose between good and bad, right and wrong, 
better or worse. In Heaven, you won’t have to make deci-
sions. But this isn’t Heaven, and problems demand decisions. 
Abraham and Lot had a problem. After Abraham’s revival back 
at Bethel, where he first built an altar and worshiped God, 
everything seemed fine. “Now Lot, who was moving about 
with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. But the land 
could not support them while they stayed together, for their 
possessions were so great that they were not able to stay 
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Notestogether. And quarreling arose between Abram’s herders and 
Lot’s” (Genesis 13:5–7, NIV). This is the first mention of wealth 
in the Bible, and it’s causing problems. Both men were prosper-
ous, but prosperity became a test. Adversity humbles you and 
makes you seek God, but prosperity makes you self-sufficient, 
prideful, and greedy. Their hired hands started fighting because 
they needed more food, more water, more land. Somebody had 
to move. Somebody had to decide.

No matter what kind of problems you have—family, 
business, church, personal, or political—they all demand 
decisions that hopefully don’t lead to divisions.

2.	 Our Priorities Determine Our Decisions

Want to see someone’s true character? Watch their decisions. 
Abraham could have pulled rank as the uncle and demanded 
his way: “The only reason you have anything is because I took 
you with me when I wasn’t even supposed to.” God had already 
deeded all the land to Abraham anyway; he held all the cards. 
But instead, he said, “Let’s not have any quarreling between 
you and me, or between your herders and mine, for we are 
close relatives. Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part 
company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to the right; if you go to 
the right, I’ll go to the left” (Genesis 13:8–9, NIV). Abraham 
revealed his priority: He prioritized relationship over riches, 
family over fortune. The Greek word for “close relatives” 
means “kinsmen” or “family.” This is the first place that word 
appears in the Bible. Abraham loved the Lord more than he 
loved Lot, and he loved Lot more than he loved the land. Here’s 
a principle to remember: In any relationship, when you put 
yourself second, God will put you first. Lot didn’t pray, didn’t 
build an altar, didn’t seek the Lord. He looked toward Sodom 
(representing the world), moved toward Sodom, then lived in 
Sodom. He was more interested in gold than God, cash than his 
Creator, fortune than family.

Whenever you put yourself first, you’ll always wind up last 
because, as Jesus said, “The first shall be last.”
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Notes3.	 Our Practice Directs Our Decisions

How did Lot’s choice work out? “Now the people of Sodom 
were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord” 
(Genesis 13:13, NIV). Before God destroyed Sodom, He allowed 
Lot to escape with his family, but not before the townsmen tried 
to assault his daughters, his wife died looking back at the city, 
and his daughters became so perverted they later got him drunk 
to have relations with him. Sodom paid off Lot, but it always 
pays in counterfeit money. Lot went looking for happiness but 
found heartache, went after money but found misery, went 
after gold but got grief. He thought it would be Heaven on earth, 
but it was hell on wheels. Meanwhile, God spoke to Abraham, 
saying, “Look around from where you are, to the north and 
south, to the east and west. All the land that you see I will give 
to you and your offspring forever” (Genesis 13:14–15, NIV). 
Why didn’t God speak to Lot? Because God only speaks to those 
willing to hear Him, heed Him, and honor Him. Abraham built 
a second altar. His number one priority was God, his number 
one practice was honoring God. Lot took the gold; Abraham 
trusted God. One chose wrongly; one chose wisely.

Your decisions always reveal two things: who you really 
are and what you really believe. Choose wisely, because it 
makes all the difference.

Key Takeaway

When you face decisions, you’re doing more than choosing 
between options; you’re revealing your priorities, practicing 
your faith, and defining your future. Because every choice is 
ultimately between the world’s way and God’s way, and the 
difference between choosing God’s leftovers and the world’s 
main course is that God’s leftovers will always satisfy while 
the world’s feast always leaves you empty.
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Reflection Questions

1.	 What problem in your life right now is demanding a decision, and are you 
prioritizing relationship over riches like Abraham, or are you looking toward 
“Sodom” like Lot?

2.	 When was the last time you put yourself second in a conflict or decision? How 
did God put you first as a result?

3.	 Think about the two people crucified on either side of Jesus—both criminals, 
but one went to Heaven because of one final right decision. What one decision 
do you need to make today that could redeem all your wrong decisions?
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NotesIntroduction

What makes someone truly brave? William Wallace, Scotland’s 
13th-century national hero, led his outnumbered army to vic-
tory at the Battle of Stirling Bridge, proving Scotland could 
defeat the mighty English. The movie Braveheart immortalized 
his courage with the famous line: “They may take our lives, but 
they’ll never take our freedom!” The film won five Academy 
Awards and made more than $209 million worldwide. But 
here’s the thing—parts of the movie were made up. We don’t 
know if Wallace actually said those lines, and the movie’s cli-
mactic battle scene didn’t happen in an open field (it would have 
been a massacre). The real battle occurred on a narrow bridge. 
I’m taking you back to what I believe is the original brave-
heart—a man whose story is completely accurate and should be 
made into a movie. His name is Abraham. This story in Genesis 
14 shows more about Abraham’s greatness than any other 
part of his life, revealing how we, too, can be bravehearts. The 
Apostle Paul reminds us, “Now these things occurred as exam-
ples …” (1 Corinthians 10:6, NIV). God is great and wants us to 
be great. The secret to greatness? Every day, follow God’s way. 
See how burden, battle, and blessing work together to build the 
courage you need for the life God’s calling you to live.

Key Points

1.	 Experience God’s Burden

When was the last time you cared enough about someone far 
from God to actually do something? Genesis 14 opens with 
complex warfare. Four powerful kings had controlled Canaan 
for 12 years through heavy tribute and taxation, but five 
Canaanite kings rebelled. This is the first mention of war in 
the Bible, the first record of armed combat, and we’d probably 
never know about it except for Abraham. “They also carried off 
Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living 
in Sodom” (Genesis 14:12, NIV). Remember Lot? He moved to 
Sodom (representing the world) instead of staying in Canaan 

—Touching Lives with Dr. James Merritt—

TouchingLives.org  |  The Father Figure

Braveheart
The Father Figure  |  Week 13  |  Genesis 14



Notes(representing God’s way). If Lot hadn’t moved into Sodom, he 
wouldn’t have been captured in Sodom. When you move into 
this world, settle down in this world, and live for this world, 
you get the devil as your neighbor. Lot was kidnapped because 
he was at the wrong place at the wrong time with the wrong 
priorities; he went after what the world offered instead of 
what God offered. Abraham got involved because he had a bur-
den for people far from God, just like God has a burden for 
people far from Him.

People who don’t know Jesus have been taken captive by 
the world and its philosophies, priorities, and principles, 
and they need to be set free by the Gospel.

2.	 Engage in God’s Battle

What would you do if your relative got themselves into a mess 
through their own bad choices? When a man escaped and 
reported Lot’s capture to Abraham, Abraham could have said, 
“That’s on him. He got what he deserved. Time to learn lessons 
the hard way.” Nobody would have blamed him for washing 
his hands of the situation. But Abraham didn’t sit it out. “When 
Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called 
out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in 
pursuit as far as Dan” (Genesis 14:14, NIV). These were fam-
ily—one for all and all for one. They marched more than 100 
miles north. Abraham had never fought a battle, never been 
to military school, didn’t know what force he’d face. He just 
knew this was God’s battle and he couldn’t sit on the sidelines. 
“During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and 
he routed them …” (Genesis 14:15, NIV). Three hundred eigh-
teen men defeated an army of four kings—one of history’s 
greatest military upsets. Abraham drove them completely out 
of the Promised Land and recovered everything without harm-
ing one hostage.

We’re in this battle for souls together. There are no 
furloughs, no exemptions, no exceptions, and we need 
soldiers standing up for truth right now.
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Notes3.	 Enjoy God’s Blessing

How do you handle success without letting it destroy you? 
Abraham now faced his greatest danger—not those four kings 
but success itself. J. Oswald Sanders warned, “Success can go to 
my head, and will unless I remember that it is God who accom-
plishes the work …” Two kings met Abraham after his victory, 
the king of Sodom and Melchizedek, king of Salem. Melchizedek 
means “righteousness” and Salem means “peace.” He was both 
priest and king, a perfect picture of Jesus. “Then Melchizedek 
king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of 
God Most High …” (Genesis 14:18, NIV). Sound familiar? Body, 
blood—the Lord’s Supper. Melchizedek introduced Abraham to 
a new name for God, “God Most High” (El Elyon in Hebrew), 
meaning “Creator of heaven and earth.” He reminded Abraham 
that everything belongs to God and God delivered the enemies 
into his hand.

Abraham wasn’t fighting God’s battle for God; God was fighting 
His battle through Abraham. That’s why the next statement 
makes sense, “Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything” 
(Genesis 14:20, NIV). Ancient people only gave a tenth to those 
they acknowledged as above them in rank and authority. This 
is the very first mention of tithing, before the law was given. 
When you realize God owns everything, you’ll gladly give Him 
a tenth of everything. But the king of Sodom offered Abraham 
all the spoils, “Give me the people and keep the goods for your-
self” (Genesis 14:21, NIV). Abraham refused every thread and 
sandal strap, leaving no question about who deserved credit 
and whom he recognized as his superior.

When you encounter Jesus, the true Melchizedek, you’ll 
gladly give Him everything and refuse the world’s 
counterfeit blessings—because He’s the hero who 
rescued you.
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NotesKey Takeaway

When you experience God’s burden for the lost, engage in God’s 
battle for souls, and give God credit for every victory, you’re 
doing more than winning battles; you’re living as a braveheart 
who understands that success doesn’t come from your strength 
but from God’s power. And you truly live like the greatest 
blessing isn’t what you gain but knowing you fought for the 
right King in the kingdom of light instead of the kingdom 
of darkness.
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Reflection Questions

1.	 Who in your life is taken captive by the world’s philosophies and priorities, 
and do you have enough burden for them to actually do something about it?

2.	 What battle is God calling you to engage in right now, even though you don’t 
have the training, resources, or odds in your favor?

3.	 When success comes your way, which king do you meet first—Melchizedek 
(giving God the glory) or the king of Sodom (taking credit for yourself)? How do 
your tithing and gratitude reveal which kingdom you really serve?
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